Uganda Shuts Down Social Media for Interfering in Their Elections 
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President Yoweri Museveni of Uganda has decided to shut down all social media in their country, due to 
various election accounts being banned. 


Uganda shut down all social media in the country Tuesday after the country’s longtime leader accused 
Facebook of taking sides in the upcoming presidential election on Thursday. “If you want to take sides 
against the (ruling party), then that group will not operate in Uganda,” he said in a national address. 


Twitter responded, with some brilliant pretzel logic. 
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Ahead of the Ugandan election, we're hearing reports that Internet service providers are being ordered 
to block social media and messaging apps. We strongly condemn internet shutdowns — they are 
hugely harmful, violate basic human rights and the principles of the #OpentInternet. Earlier this week, in 
close coordination with our peers, we suspended a number of accounts targeting the election in 
Uganda. If we can attribute any of this activity to state-backed actors, we will disclose to our archive of 
information operations: Access to information and freedom of expression, including the public 
conversation on Twitter, is never more important than during democratic processes, particularly 
elections. 


So when social media interferes in elections in Uganda and they get shut down, it’s a question of human 
rights, but when the leader of the free world gets kicked off twitter, that’s in defense of democracy? That’s 
some bald faced hypocrisy if | ever did see it. 


The backstory is that Twitter and other tech giants tried to interfere in the Ugandan election by mass- 
banning certain accounts. So Uganda took the entirely appropriate step of leveling the playing field by 
banning Twitter altogether. The U.S. should have done the same in 2020. 


Exactly. Or simply declared social media companies public utilities like the water or phone companies that 
you only lose access to with a court order. 


GOP won in 2016 and had unified control of Congress. They'll end up having done less to protect the 
ability of their followers to speak than the government of Uganda. 


And that is the problem with Republicans: they can’t see any issue of power properly, because they are 
religiously wedded to “government be bad”. Twitter can’t have it both ways, they want to interfere in elections 
without any consequences. The Ugandan government has said that if social media companies don’t stop 
interfering in elections in the future, they will make the ban permanent. And in a way | hope they don’t lift the 
ban. The internet is where thinking went to die, time to bury the corpse. 
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